Holy Mass This Week …

Saturday  -  November 24

5:00 pm   Theresa L. Frechette, by Patty Dooley

         and

5:00 pm   A Special Intention

Sunday  -  November 25

8:30 am   Lucien and Pauline Bessette, by their daughters

         and

8:30 am   Peter Jackson, by his family

10:30 am   Aurore Rancourt, by her family

         and

10:30 am   Alphonse Riendeau, by the family

Monday  -  November 26

7:00 am   Saint Cecilia Parish

Tuesday  -  November 27

5:00 pm   Florimond Demers, by his estate

Wednesday  -  November 28

7:00 am   Jeanne Roy, by her sister Lillian Belisle

Thursday  -  November 29

5:00 pm   The deceased family members of Joseph N. Tetreault, by the estate

Friday  -  November 30

7:00 am   A Private Intention

Saturday  -  December 1

5:00 pm   Emilienne Choquette  (2nd Anniv), by her sister Jeannette Godin

         and

5:00 pm   Kerri Lynn Bessette, by Simonne and Jeannette

Sunday  -  December 2   1st Sunday of Advent

8:30 am   A Special Intention

10:30 am   Peter Jackson, by Marge and Terry

         and

10:30 am   The deceased members of the Bruneau and Rancourt Families, by Richard and Jeanne Benoit

The Liturgy of the Hours …

Morning Prayer is prayed in the Convent Chapel at 6:40 a.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays; Evening Prayer on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 4:40 p.m.

A 4 – WEEK BIBLE STUDAY …

begins this Tuesday in our Parish.  Father Frank will present The Old Testament’s Book of Exodus and the Jewish Law on 4 consecutive Tuesdays (November 27, December 4, 11, 18).  The morning session meets from 10:30 a.m. to 12 Noon and the evening session from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the first floor Convent conference room, located in our Convent building at 14 Calder Street; please enter the building using the front, main glass doors.  Bring a Bible and a friend!  All are welcome … and what a great opportunity to have an enriching Advent in preparation for Christmas.

“COME TO BETHLEHEM” …

is the title of a 3-hour period of prayer, reflection, and adoration that will be offered by Ms. Terry Berthelette in our Spirituality Center on Saturday, December 1 from 9 a.m. to 12 Noon.  The Spirituality Center is located on the 1st floor of the Convent building at 14 Calder Street; please enter through the main, front glass doors.  This will be an excellent spiritual preparation for the “real Christmas”, that is, the birth of Jesus in our hearts.  Please call Terry at (401) 722-1810 for more information and/or to register for the day.

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS …

of our Parish Council will gather at the 10:30 a.m. Mass next Sunday, December 2nd.  After Mass, the usual coffee an’ will be served in the Church Hall, followed by an installation ceremony for a new slate of Council officers.

The Knights are sponsoring a raffle:  one week’s stay at Attitash Mountain Village in North Conway, New Hampshire; facilities include sleeping for 6, full kitchen, fireplace, easy walk to the ski slopes, indoor pool, ice skating, cross-country skiing on the premises.  Tickets are $2 each and will be sold in Church after all Masses next weekend; the drawing will be held on December 21st.  

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION …

will be celebrated by our boys and girls preparing for their First Holy Communion during ceremonies on 2 consecutive Saturdays.  One half the class, called The Children of Hope will be on retreat on Saturday, December 1st; their “first confessions” will be celebrated at 1 p.m. in our Church.  The other half of the class, The Children of Faith  will celebrate their “first confessions” at 1 p.m. after their retreat day on Saturday, December 8th.  We pray sincerely for these children and especially for their families, that this will truly be a time of forgiveness, grace, and peace for them!

OUR STEWARDSHIP APPEAL FOR

INCREASED GIVING …

enters its third week and we are enjoying a great success!  The response from parishioners has been gratifying with a steady increase in our offertory collection.  The generosity of our parish is well known and easily seen in our current appeal, as always!

Faith is a precious gift.  We are here today because other people cared enough about us and loved us so much that they would share their faith with us.  We thank God for that.  Their faith inspired them to build our Church, School, Convent, and Rectory – places in which to gather in praise of God, places where we offer education, formation, guidance, and prayer; places where our priests and sisters can live comfortably as they minister to us and our needs.  It is now our responsibility to care for these buildings, our property, and all that has been passed down to us.  As good “stewards,” we must take great care to pass our faith and our parish into the hands of our children and grandchildren.

Children learn by example.  As they see us volunteer our time, talents, and treasure generously, so they will!  It is extremely important that we teach our children about stewardship!  It is a way of life, a way for us to thank God for the myriad of blessings we have received by returning a portion of the time, talent, and treasure allotted to us.

In all things you yourself must be an example of good behavior.  Be sincere and serious in your teaching  (Titus 2:7).

Thank you to those who have responded to our appeal by using the special stewardship commitment envelope included with Father Frank’s letter.  If you have not used it already and indicated your personal, financial response to this appeal, please do so as soon as you are able.  After using the special envelope, kindly return to the use of your usual budget packet envelopes!  If you wish to receive budget packet envelopes, please let the parish office know by telephoning (401) 722-1101.  

A “FAMILY DAY” …

will be held in our School on Saturday, December 1 from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Sponsored by the Office of Life and Ministry of the Diocese of Providence, this day will offer workshops and opportunities for prayer and discussion for parents and children of all ages.  Participants are encouraged to bring a bag lunch; beverages will be provided.  To register or for more information, telephone (401) 331-3760 or (401) 331-4463.

Parish Time, Talent, Treasure …

· Adult budget of 11/11/01:    $ 4,305.00

· Children’s budget of 11/11/01:    $ 21.00

· Maintenance and Repairs:    $ 730.00

· Education Scholarship:    $ 62.00

Thank you for your generosity to our Parish and its many programs.  Please note that these budget figures represent the last weekend before the start of our Parish Increased Giving Campaign!  Good news about our response to this campaign is coming in next week’s bulletin …!

Our Parish “Prayer Line” …

is in need of pray-ers, people who are willing to be part of a “telephone tree.”  When you receive a call to pray for a special intention, you pray and you also telephone someone else who is the next part of the phone tree … but the most important part of the “job” is the prayer!  To volunteer to be part of the “Prayer Line”, please telephone Rita at (401) 723-5794.

In Prayer, We Remember …

· the repose of our faithful departed, especially those recommended to our prayer during November

· victims of tragedy and disaster

· the frightened and fearful

· the safety and protection of police officers and fire fighters and all who serve in the military at all levels

Thank You! …

to those who are responsible for our “Best Ever” Christmas Bazaar and all who supported this effort in our Parish.  A full report of the bazaar and the raffle will be included in next week’s bulletin, but for now, a profound word of gratitude!  Thank you!

The Sacrament of Baptism …

was celebrated by Deacon Louis for 3 children of our Parish:   Ruben Oliveira DaCosta;  Tiago Oliveira DaCosta;   Alexandra Dorothy Larson.   Congratulations to their Parents, Godparents, Grandparents and Families.  God bless one and all!

Our C.Y.O.  (Senior & Junior) …

will visit LaSalette Shrine for the Christmas Festival of Lights on Wednesday, November 28th.  The activity begins at 6:30 p.m. in the Church Hall and concludes at 9 p.m.

