Holy Mass This Week …

Saturday  -  January 6

5:00 pm   Armand Tetreault  (11th Anniv), by his family

         and

5:00 pm   Dorothy Masse, by Bert and Lucy Masse

Sunday  -  January 7   Feast of the Epiphany

8:30 am   Aurore Rancourt, by Doris Benoit

         and

8:30 am   The Donors of Christmas Flowers and their Personal Intentions

10:30 am   Armand Dubois, by the family

         and

10:30 am   Alice Richard  (20th Anniv), by Gerard and Helen Larivee

Monday  -  January 8

7:00 am   Saint Cecilia Parish Family

Tuesday  -  January 9

5:00 pm   Louise A. Ferland  (1st Anniv), by the family

Wednesday  -  January 10

7:00 am   In Thanksgiving to Saint Anthony for a favor received

Thursday  -  January 11

5:00 pm   Domenico and Maria Rocchio, by Mary McGrath

Friday  -  January 12

7:00 am   Leda Larivee, by Gerard and Helen Larivee

Saturday  -  January 13

5:00 pm   Laurence Daigneault  (Birthday Remembrance), by his wife

         and

5:00 pm   Roger Bedard, Sr.  (1st Anniv), by his wife

Sunday  -  January 14

8:30 am   Gilberte Chretien, by Suzanne Richard

         and

8:30 am   In Thanksgiving for blessings received

10:30 am   Alphonse Riendeau, by Normand Benoit and Theresa

         and

10:30 am   Aurore Rancourt, by Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Muscatiello

PRO-LIFE EVENTS …

· Sunday, January 14th:  Bishop Mulvee will offer a special Pro-Life Mass in the Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul in Providence at 1 p.m.

· Sunday, January 14th:   a Pro-Life Rally will be held at the Rhode Island State House at 2:15 p.m. featuring guest speaker Ryan Connors.

· Sunday, January 21st:   a bus leaves at 6 a.m. from Saint Francis of Assisi Church, Jefferson Blvd., Warwick for Washington, D.C. for pro-life events at our nation’s capitol on Sunday and Monday; the return bus arrives back in Warwick at 12 Midnight on Monday, January 22nd.

· Sunday, January 21st:   a bus leaves Warwick (Saint Francis of Assisi Church on Jefferson Blvd.) at 9:30 p.m. for an early Monday morning arrival on January 22nd in Washington, D.C. and all-day events at the nation’s capitol; the return bus arrives in Warwick at 12 Midnight on Monday.

· Monday, January 22nd:   a Pro-Life motorcade forms at the Broad Street entrance to Roger Williams Park in Providence at 10 a.m. and drives to the Cathedral in Providence.

· Monday, January 22nd:   a Pro-Life Mass will be offered at 12 Noon in the Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul in Providence by The Reverend Richard A. Donnelly, Pastor of Saint Mark Church in Cranston and long-time pro-life advocate and preacher.

As followers of Jesus, WE ARE a people of life!  Let us pray for an end to abortion and all other assaults on the dignity of human life from the moment of conception to the moment of natural death, restoring life and death decisions to God’s hands … where they belong!  For this we work and we pray!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS …

of Saint Cecilia Parish Council will meet in the School (please note location!)  on Tuesday, January 9th at 7 p.m.  The “Knights of Columbus” is an international society for men who are committed to the Roman Catholic Church and its mission who seek to band together for unity, fraternity, and charity!  The men meet twice each month for business, spiritual enrichment, and friendship!  Our Parish Council has adopted our Parish School and the Special Olympics as the recipients of its charitable contributions.  For more information about the Knights and about joining, speak with Mr. Bill Butler, our Grand Knight, or telephone him at (401) 725-9289.

GREAT NEWS ABOUT OUR SCHOOL …

Our Parish School has grown in size, stature, and reputation!  This School year, with our enrollment at 418 students, we are the 3rd largest Parish, Catholic elementary School in the Diocese of Providence!  Congratulations to all in our School Family and to our Parish!

But this growth has presented a challenge as we try to plan for the addition of 3 additional classes:  another grade 6 class in 2001-2002, another grade 7 class in 2002-2003, and another grade 8 class in 2003-2004.  The 2003-2004 school year will see our school at its maximum capacity with 2 classes each grade from Kindergarten thru Grade 8 with a Pre-Kindergarten program and an extended day care program for after school hours.

The School Board has diligently been studying the possibilities for added classroom space without wanting to forfeit any classroom space we already have (for example, our science lab, computer lab, and religious education center take up 3 classrooms but are extremely important centers of learning and great assets to our school and parish programs.

Therefore, the School Board with the agreement of the Parish Finance Council has presented to Father Frank a plan to reconstruct the basement of the Convent building into an “Early Childhood Education Center.”  The Convent basement will hold two kindergarten classes as well as the pre-kindergarten program with additional rooms to be used by a full-time secretary, the principal, and the school nurse.  Looking ahead, there will also be space for an extended day care program for these young children (in future years) and perhaps the opening of a full day-care center for children under 4 years of age!

The Sisters have very graciously agreed to “give up” their dining room, kitchen, and laundry room, all located in the basement.  A new and fully-equipped kitchen and laundry room will be built on the 2nd floor of the Convent where the Sisters already have a formal dining room that is more than adequate for their daily needs!  Actually, the Sisters are excited because their new cooking, eating, and washing facilities will make life easier for them, all confined to the Convent’s 2nd floor!

The Convent does not need any structural reconstruction to make all this possible, but the installation of a full fire alarm protection system and external doors that “open outward” will be the costliest projects along with the installation of the kitchen, laundry room and then some plastering and painting.

The Parish Finance Council is still reviewing the projected costs of this project as well as some ideas about its funding.  More details as they become available …

Parish Time, Talent, Treasure …

· Adult budget of 12/24/00:    $ 3,973.00

· Children’s budget of 12/24/00:    $ 11.00

· Christmas Collection:    $ 4,775.00

· Maintenance and Repairs:    $ 29.00

· Education Scholarship:    $ 8.00

Thank you to those who so generously support our Parish … and a special “thank you” for the great Christmas collection that goes directly and completely to our Parish treasury!  God bless one and all!

In Prayer, We Remember …

· the repose of Fernande Trudeau and Anita Aunchman; may they rest in God’s eternal peace

· the lonely, the lost, and the abandoned

· those who have had abortions

· to thank God for countless blessings

Statements of Contributions …

of money given to the Parish for 2000 will be mailed out in January.  One statement, along with a Pastor’s letter, will be mailed out to those who are part of the budget envelope system.  This mailing is sent by the Fred Waltz Company that manages our budget accounts!  These accounts are NOT kept at the Parish Business Office.  This statement will reflect all but only those contributions made in a numbered budget packet envelope from January 1, 2000 to December 31, 2000!  “Loose cash or checks” not received in a numbered budget envelope most likely have NOT been recorded officially.  

Another statement of donations made to the Parish Capital Campaign will be sent in January for the year 2000.  The Capital Campaign account statements will include any and all payments made to the Parish Capital Campaign from January 1, 2000 through Thursday, December 28, 2000.  

These statements may be used for income tax and other purposes.  Neither one of these statements will include any Mass stipends or other gifts made to the Parish.  

Should you need any assistance in this matter, if your statement is not accurate and you wish to raise a question about it, or if you do not receive a statement by February 1st,  please speak with Father Frank personally, drop a note by the Rectory or in the weekend collection basket, or telephone him at (401) 722-1101.

