Holy Mass This Week …

Saturday  -  December 8

5:00 pm   Mary Depot, by Lucien

         and

5:00 pm   Roger Chevrette and the deceased members of the Chevrette and Caron Families, by Claire Chevrette

Second Sunday of Advent  -  December 9

8:30 am   Mary Depot, by the family

         and

8:30 am   A Special Intention

10:30 am   Clarence Cusson, by his wife and family

         and

10:30 am   Jeanne Lemay and the deceased members of the Lemay Family, by Marianne Levesque

Monday  -  December 10

7:00 am   Saint Cecilia Parish

Tuesday  -  December 11

5:00 pm   Roland Forest  (Birthday Remembrance), by his family

Wednesday  -  December 12

7:00 am   John Aliskevicz, by Connie Gervais

Thursday  -  December 13

5:00 pm   Charles Paul Goitz  (Birthday Remembrance), by his wife Simonne

Friday  -  December 14

7:00 am   A Private Intention

Saturday  -  December 15

5:00 pm   George Robert, by the family

         and

5:00 pm   Alfred and Albina Caron, by their daughters Rita, Yvette, and Monique

Third Sunday of Advent  -  December 16

8:30 am   Antonio Sousa  (11th Anniv), by the family

         and

8:30 am   Louis Dumais, by Renee Menard  and family

10:30 am   Mildred Benson  (15th Anniv), by her granddaughter Dawn Rosa

         and

10:30 am   Mary A. Kulis  (1st Anniv), by her husband Theodore

The Lord is my Shepherd!

OUR ANNUAL “GIVING TREE” …

is set up in the Saint Theresa Chapel (located on the right side of the front of the Church), decorated with paper ornaments, each ornament indicating a needed Christmas gift for the poor.  Simply take an ornament, purchase the gift, attach the paper ornament to the gift, and bring it back to Church and place it in the Saint Theresa Chapel under the “Giving Tree” on or before next Sunday, December 16th.  Gifts will be separated and delivered during the week of the 16th!  Last year over $13,000 in gifts was collected by our Parish and given to the poor of the Pawtucket and greater Providence communities.  We truly were “shepherds” for others!

CHRISTMAS VISITING AND CAROLING …

to our parishioners in nursing homes and to our shut-ins in their own homes will take place next Sunday, December 16. Please meet in the Church Hall at 5 p.m.  There will be an opening prayer, then a division into small groups of 8 to 10 people in each group.  Each group will have several house stops to make (walking or driving in cars) or 1 nursing home to visit.  Each “visit” lasts about 15 minutes and consists of greeting the sick person, nursing home resident or shut-in, singing several Christmas songs, sharing a short prayer, and offering a gift and hand-drawn Christmas card.  Groups meet back in the Church Hall when they have finished their visits and then “Christmas Carol” in front of the Church near the outdoor Nativity Scene at the corner of our Church property.    The evening concludes around 7:30 p.m.  Please set some time aside to bring the peace and joy of Christ’s birth to those who need us as shepherds of God’s love!

OUR “BEST EVER” CHRISTMAS BAZAAR…

certainly lived up to its title … it was the best ever!  We made the most money at the bazaar itself (profit of $ 9,012.00) and the raffle (profit of $ 6,277.00) and had a fantastic show of support from so many volunteers working at the various booths, in and around the kitchen, and “behind-the-scenes” making crafts, setting up before and cleaning up afterward!  A profound Thank You! and a Best Job Ever! to Mr. Wilfrid Beauchemin, his committee, and to our Parish Council of the Knights of Columbus, the sponsoring organization.

Raffle prize winners were:  1st prize (Camcorder) Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Pepin;  2nd prize (DVD player) Matthew Dzialo;  3rd prize (bicycle) Mrs. Clarence Cusson.  Congratulations to them and to all raffle winners, and thanks to those who so generously supported our big raffle, penny social, and all the smaller raffles at the various tables and booths.  God bless!

THE THIRD ORDER OF MARY …

meets in our Convent Chapel and Conference Room on Monday, December 10 at 2 p.m.  After a short business meeting with spiritual guidance, the group gathers for the Rosary and the celebration of Holy Mass.  New members are most welcome to join in.  You will find no better way to prepare for the coming feast of Christmas than by honoring our Blessed Mother whose “yes” brought Jesus to her womb in the flesh and who expected His birth with great joy and peace … find that peace yourself this Monday afternoon!

C.Y.O. YOUTH ACTIVITIES …

A Ski Trip Meeting for youth participants, their parents/guardians, and adult chaperones will be held with Father Frank on Wednesday, December 12th at 7 p.m. in the School Basement Family Room (please enter the school building by using the rear, school yard door closest to the church).

A Winter Ball for Junior and Senior CYO Members will be held in the Church Hall on Friday, December 14th from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.  Tickets at $2 per person may be purchased from Mrs. Chase or Mrs. Amodie.

THE LAST HOURS OF THE YEAR 2001 …

could be spent in the very presence of Jesus!  We invite you to a special New Year’s Eve Celebration in our Convent Chapel and Dining Room:  the evening begins at 10 p.m. with Holy Mass for the Feast Day (and Holy Day) of Mary, the Mother of God; following Mass, there will be solemn Eucharistic Adoration until 11:50 p.m., when the Benediction Ceremony will begin; just after Midnight, the Blessed Sacrament will be reposed and the “new year 2002” will be ushered in with refreshments, food, and snacks in the Sisters’ dining room.  Please telephone Terry at (401) 722-1810 to reserve a spot so that adequate preparations may be made for all who plan to join us!

THE SECOND COLLECTION TODAY …

is the annual collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious Sisters and Religious Brothers in our Diocese.  Thank you for your generosity to those who have served so faithfully!

THE “WINTER WONDERLAND” …

in Slater Park runs for the first three consecutive weekends in December on Saturdays and Sundays from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.  Enjoy a leisurely stroll, take in a great display, and enjoy some snacks and beverages!

Parish Time, Talent, Treasure …

· Adult budget of 11/25/01:    $ 5,356.00

· Children’s budget of 11/25/01:    $ 20.00

· Maintenance and Repairs:    $ 92.00

· Education Scholarship:    $ 31.00

Our Stewardship Appeal for Increased Giving …

has shown a very positive and generous improvement in our weekly offertory giving … up from roughly $ 3,800.00 per week to an “average” of $ 5,300.00, an increase of $1,500!  We thank you and hope it continues because this new weekly amount is needed for the financial security of our Parish and its many buildings, properties, and programs!

A “Christmas Flowers and Décor” …

envelope is included in the budget packet.  This collection funds our decorating for the Christmas Season!  Thank you for your customary generosity!  In keeping with “good stewardship” and as usual, our Church will be decorated in a simple yet elegant manner.

Our Capital Campaign …

is winding down but payments on pledges are still being made and some are still due.  Thank you for your outstanding response!  For contributions to the Campaign to be credited to the calendar year 2001 for tax statement purposes, they must be received in the Parish Office on or before December 23rd!

The Knights of Columbus …

of our Parish Council installed a new slate of officers for the 2001-2002 year.  In thanking the outgoing officers, we ask God’s blessing upon them and invoke God’s Holy Spirit upon the incoming slate:  Robert DeMello, Grand Knight;   Richard Forest, Deputy Grand Knight;   Charles Valquette, Chancellor;   George Howe, Financial Secretary;   Michael Krzywonos, Recorder;   Leo Morin, Warden;   Albert Ferland, Treasurer;   Steven Depot, Lecturer;   James Silva, James Larivee, and William Butler, Trustees;   Jay Taylor, Advocate;   Roger Depot and Michael Krzywonos,  Inside and Outside Guards.

Father Frank serves as the Council Chaplain and the installing officer was District Deputy William Shulte, assisted by Carl Minot,  District Warden.

Knights of Columbus will meet in the Church Hall on Thursday, December 13th at 7 p.m.

