Holy Mass This Week …

Saturday  -  December 22

5:00 pm   Armand and Lillian Carrier, by daughter and son-in-law

         and

5:00 pm   Donald Maigret, by his wife

Fourth Sunday of Advent  -  December 23

8:30 am   Alphonse Riendeau, by the family

         and

8:30 am   Peter Jackson, by his family

10:30 am   Joseph Lacourse, Eva Lacourse, and Ernest Lacourse, by their family

         and

10:30 am   Antonio Bernardo, by wife & sons

No Mass on Monday morning, December 24

Christmas Eve  -  December 24

5:00 pm   Denise Benoit and Alphonse Benoit, by the family

         and

5:00 pm   Mary Depot, by the family

Christmas  -  December 25

12:00 am   Saint Cecilia Parish

8:30 am   Noel Walsh, by his wife Jackie

         and

8:30 am   Albert J. Beauregard, by Marcelle

10:30 am   Edmond and Eveline Lafond and Floria Hebert, by their children and family

         and

10:30 am   Paul Guimont, Arthur and Leontine Gaudreau and Loretta Blanchette, by Annette Guimont

No daily Masses will be offered

in our Parish on

Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday

Saturday  -  December 29

5:00 pm   J. Wilfrid and Ella DesGranges, by Conrad and Pauline Lavallee

         and

5:00 pm   Joseph Marceau, by Jackie Walsh

Sunday  -  December 30

8:30 am   Eva Messier  (3rd Anniv), by the family

10:30 am   Irene Kummerow, by Aunt Margaret

         and

10:30 am   Alice Richard  (20th Anniv), by Gerard and Helen Larivee

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

Christmas Eve at 5 pm  (Children’s Mass)

Christmas Midnight Mass at 12:00 am

Christmas Day Masses at 8:30 am and 10:30 am

On Christmas Eve, Church doors will open at 4 p.m. and the Children’s Christmas Mass is offered at 5 p.m.  Children in grades K thru 6 will be invited to leave the main assembly of the Church and go downstairs to the Church Hall for a special Liturgy of the Word (Scripture readings and psalm in children’s translation) and a special Children’s Homily by age groups.  Children return to the main assembly of the Church during the offertory collection of the Mass.

For Midnight Mass, the Church doors will open at 11:15 p.m. and our Parish Adult Choir will offer a program of Christmas carols beginning at 11:40 p.m.  Christmas Midnight Mass begins promptly at 12:00 a.m.

On Christmas Day, Masses are offered at 8:30 a.m. and at 10:30 a.m. (there is no Children’s Liturgy of the Word at the 10:30 a.m. Mass on Christmas Day!).

One Christmas Collection for the Parish will be taken up at every Christmas Mass.

Dear Parishioners and Friends,

For this Advent and Christmas Season, we focus our minds and hearts on the powerful opening line of the ancient and popular Psalm 23:  The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want!
When we have Jesus, how could we want for any one or any thing else?  Having Him as the center of our lives and following Him as our Shepherd fills us with every gift and abundant blessing!

I stand at the altar of God as a grateful priest, thankful for the privilege that God bestows upon me to serve as your pastor.  I thank God and thank you.  God is a good shepherd!

Many spoken wishes and prayers, cards and gifts, baked goods and other presents have come to me and I am so grateful for these and many other signs of your goodness and support!  Thank you for being “good shepherds” to me and to each other!  

May Jesus who is always the Good Shepherd lead you to the springs of living water and to the pastures of peace, now and throughout all the days of 2002!

Merry Christmas and God bless you,





Father Frank

ADORATION OF THE EUCHARIST …

will be held as usual on Friday, December 28 in the Convent Chapel.  No morning Mass will be offered but Morning Prayer with a Service of Holy Communion will begin at 8 a.m. followed by exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with adoration continuing until 9 p.m.  Please set some time aside to adore Jesus, our Shepherd and King!

NO DAILY MASS WILL BE OFFERED …

in our Parish on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, December 26, 27, and 28.  Eucharistic Adoration will begin on Friday at 8:30 a.m., following a Morning Prayer and Holy Communion Service at 8 a.m.

THE LAST HOURS OF THE YEAR 2001 …

could be spent in the very presence of Jesus!  We invite you to a special New Year’s Eve Celebration in our Convent Chapel and Dining Room:  the evening begins at 10 p.m. with Holy Mass for the Feast Day (and Holy Day) of Mary, the Mother of God  (this Mass fulfills the holyday obligation!); following Mass, there will be solemn Eucharistic Adoration until 11:50 p.m., when the Benediction Ceremony will begin; just after Midnight, the Blessed Sacrament will be reposed and the “new year 2002” will be ushered in with refreshments, food, and snacks in the Sisters’ dining room.  Please telephone Terry at (401) 722-1810 to reserve a spot so that adequate preparations may be made for all who plan to join us!

NEW YEAR’S DAY, JANUARY 1 …

is the feast day of Mary, the Mother of God, a holyday of obligation!  Masses will be offered in our Church on Monday, New Year’s Eve at 5 p.m. and on Tuesday, New Year’s Day at 10:30 a.m.  (Please note that no Morning Mass will be offered in the Convent Chapel on Monday morning, December 31st!)   The 10:00 p.m. Mass on New Year’s Eve in the Convent Chapel does fulfill the holyday obligation also!  One collection will be taken up at each holyday Mass.

OUR PRAISE AND PRAYER MEETING …

is held each Thursday at 7 p.m. in the first floor Convent conference room.  Enter the Convent building at 14 Calder Street using the front, main glass doors and experience about 2 hours of praise, singing, Scripture sharing, worship and listening for God’s voice and direction.  You will NOT be disappointed because God always shows up!  Will you?

Parish Time, Talent, Treasure …

· Adult budget of 12/9/01:    $ 5,573.00

· Children’s budget of 12/9/01:    $ 12.50

· December 8th Holyday:    $ 813.00

· Religious Retirement Fund:    $ 1,120.00

· Maintenance and Repairs:    $ 767.00

· Education Scholarship:    $ 67.00

· Special Campaign Gifts:    $ 183.00

Our financial picture is looking so much better, thanks to the generosity of those who so faithfully contribute to our weekly offertory collection, especially our budget envelope users!  The company we hired to conduct our campaign for increased giving sent a letter to each registered household, asking every parishioner to (1) consider supporting the Parish on a regular basis; (2) having and using budget envelopes; (3) making a one-time gift to the Parish.  The figure of $183.00 listed above as “Special Campaign Gifts” represents the amount received from non-budget users who were invited to make a contribution to the Parish!

But our “staple” is the weekly Church offertory collection, and that has increased.  Hopefully and God-willing, we are able to maintain the increase of about $1,500 weekly!  Thank you and thank God!

In Prayer, We Remember …

· those who receive our “Giving Tree” gifts

· all serving in the US military

· families grieving the loss of loved ones

· the homeless

In the Sacrament of Baptism …

celebrated by Deacon Louis, the following children became members of God’s family, the Church:   Ruben Oliveira DaCosta;   Tiago Oliveira DaCosta;   Alexandra Dorothy Larson;   Michaela Elizabeth Knowles;   Jake Ethan Prall;   Elijiah Stephan Noel Russell.   Congratulations to Parents, Godparents, Grandparents and Families!  God bless one and all!

Our Youth Ski Trip …

to Stowe, Vermont leaves Wednesday, December 26th and returns Friday, December 28th (hopefully with all safe and sound!).  Have a great time!

Jesus, Good Shepherd,

be born in my heart

today!

