Holy Mass This Week …

Saturday  -  December 1

5:00 pm   Emilienne Choquette, by her sister Jeannette Godin

         and

5:00 pm   Kerri Lynn Bessette, by Simonne and Jeannette

First Sunday of Advent  -  December 2
8:30 am   A Special Intention

10:30 am   Peter Jackson, by Marge & Terry

         and

10:30 am   The deceased members of the Bruneau and Rancourt Families, by Richard and Jeanne Benoit

Monday  -  December 3

7:00 am   Saint Cecilia Parish

Tuesday  -  December 4

5:00 pm   The deceased members of the Theriault Family, by Simonne Theriault

Wednesday  -  December 5

7:00 am   Pauline Bessette, by her daughters

Thursday  -  December 6

5:00 pm   Catherine Aylward, by her estate

Friday  -  December 7

7:00 am   Gabrielle LaPorte, by her family

9:00 am   Mary Depot, by Mary Ann Chase

Holyday Masses  in the Church

Friday  -  December 7   Holyday Vigil

5:00 pm   Mary Depot, by a friend

Saturday  -  December 8   Holyday

9:00 am   A Special Intention

Saturday  -  December 8

5:00 pm   Mary Depot  (2nd Anniv), by Lucien 

         and

5:00 pm   Roger Chevrette (4th Anniv) and the deceased members of the Chevrette and Caron Families, by Claire Chevrette

Second Sunday of Advent  -  December 9
8:30 am   Mary Depot, by the family

10:30 am   Clarence Cusson, by his wife and family

         and

10:30 am   Jeanne Lemay and the deceased members of Lemay Family, by Marianne Levesque

December 8 is a Holyday of Obligation

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary

Masses are offered in the Church on

Friday, December 7 at 5 p.m. and on

Saturday, December 8 at 9 a.m.

ADVENT BEGINS TODAY …

the 4-week period of preparation for the feast of Christmas!  The Church invites us to make room in our hearts and lives for the birth of Jesus, however and whenever He comes!  In this holy season of prayerful watchful and patient waiting, we are called to remember, celebrate, believe:  to remember His birth over 2,000 years ago in Bethlehem; to celebrate His various and many “births” into our lives each and every day; and to believe that He will come again, but this time in glory!  

“THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD!”  …

This will be the theme of our reflections during the Advent and Christmas Season 2001.  Jesus is our Good Shepherd!  He came to heal the broken, to bind up the wounded, to seek out the lost, to guide and direct … to be a true shepherd!  Is Jesus truly my shepherd?  If He is, then the next part of the opening line of Psalm 23 should ring true:  There is nothing I shall want!  In this time of Christmas preparation, often filled with shopping, buying, list-making, decorating, wrapping, and spending, can we truly say and mean it, I shall want nothing!  Some good Advent questions!

OUR ANNUAL “GIVING TREE” …

is set up in the Saint Theresa Chapel (located on the right side of the front of the Church), decorated with paper ornaments, each ornament indicating a needed Christmas gift for the poor.  Simply take an ornament, purchase the gift, attach the paper ornament to the gift, and bring it back to Church and place it in the Saint Theresa Chapel under the “Giving Tree” on or before Sunday, December 16th.  Gifts will be separated and delivered during the week of the 16th!  Last year over $13,000 in gifts was collected by our Parish and given to the poor of the Pawtucket and greater Providence communities.  We truly were “shepherds” for others!

WELCOME, KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS …

who gather at today’s (Sunday’s) 10:30 a.m. Mass to thank God for many blessings and after Mass in the Church Hall to install a new slate of Council officers for our Parish Council.  Please join our Knights in thanksgiving at this Mass and for coffee an’ in the Church Hall after the 10:30 a.m. Mass.

OUR SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB …

will gather in the Church Hall at 12 Noon on Tuesday, December 4th for its annual Christmas Luncheon and Party.  For tickets, telephone Lucille Gaboriault.

CHRISTMAS VISITING AND CAROLING …

to our parishioners in nursing homes and to our shut-ins in their own homes will take place on Sunday, December 16, beginning in the Church Hall at 5 p.m.  The evening concludes around 7:30 p.m.  Please set some time aside to bring the peace and joy of Christ’s birth to those who need us as shepherds of God’s love!

A 4 – WEEK BIBLE STUDY …

presented by Father Frank on The Old Testament’s Book of Exodus and The Jewish Law has begun … but it is not too late to join in.  Come on Tuesdays (December 4, 11, 18) to the morning session (10:30 a.m. to 12 Noon) or the evening session (7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.).  All are welcome!

OUR STEWARDSHIP APPEAL FOR INCREASED GIVING …

enters its 4th week!  Beginning with our Parish foundation in 1910, countless people have celebrated their faith and passed it on to us in this faith community.  They were good “stewards” of the gifts that God showered upon them.  We must be good stewards as well!  Children primarily learn from their parents and families.  Many good people volunteer their time and talents to our Parish and so many are generous with their treasure.  This is such a good example for our youth!  It is extremely important to train them to be good stewards of their Parish:  its faith, its property, its buildings and programs.

Some interesting statistics … Americans have, on average, about 40 hours of leisure time during the week.  They spend it in the following manner:

· 12 hours a week watching television

· 7 hours a week on “miscellaneous” activities

· 6 hours a week socializing and eating out

· 5 hours a week shopping and on self-improvement

· 4 hours a week watching movies and reading

· 3 hours a week on hobbies

· 2 hours a week on sports and exercise

· 1 hour a week on volunteer and religious activities
How we spend our time, talent, and treasure flows from what we consider important:  our values and priorities!  What (or who?) does give meaning to our lives?

Parish Time, Talent, Treasure …

· Adult budget of 11/18/01:    $ 5,623.00

· Children’s budget of 11/18/01:    $ 37.00

· Human Development Camp.:  $ 1,117.00

· Maintenance and Repairs:    $ 136.00

· Education Scholarship:    $ 27.00

Our Campaign for Increased Giving showed its first positive results this week … bringing our budget collection up about $ 1,500.00 over our usual collections!  Thank God and thank you … those of you who have responded as always:  with generous sacrifice and love!  Thank you!  And let’s hope it continues ….

And a profound Thank You! to Ms. Lorraine Lussier for an outstanding job of sharing her insights with us at all the Masses on the weekend of November 10 and 11.  Your faith in God and dedication to our Parish was so evident, enthusiastic and encouraging!  Thank you, Lorraine!

To our Thanksgiving Bread bakers and all who prepared for and helped us celebrate an inspiring Thanksgiving Day Mass:  God bless one and all!

In Prayer, We Remember …

· the repose of Louis Dumais; may he rest in God’s eternal peace

· our boys and girls celebrating their First Confessions and their families

· our sick in nursing homes and in their own homes

· those recommended to our prayers on the prayer line

A National Day of Prayer & Fasting

sponsored by the Leadership Conference of Women Religious on Friday, December 7th to pray for the healing of whatever is broken in our Church, world, and hearts.  A special hour of prayer will be observed during our usual Eucharistic Adoration from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the Convent Chapel on Friday, December 7th.  All are invited to join religious sisters and brothers who will come to pray!

The Second Collection next week …

is the Retirement Fund for Religious.  Thank you for supporting our “retired” religious sisters and religious brothers with your generous offerings!

The Lord is my shepherd!
