Holy Mass This Week …

Saturday  -  December 16

5:00 pm   George Robert, by his family

         and

5:00 pm   Armand Breault  (2nd Anniv), by his wife and family

Sunday  -  December 17

8:30 am   Arthur and Aurore Riendeau, by Mr. and Mrs. Roland Riendeau

         and

8:30 am   Antonio Sousa  (10th Anniv), by his family

10:30 am   Raymond Davignon, by his wife

         and

10:30 am   Antonio Bernardo, by his wife and sons

Monday  -  December 18

7:00 am   Lucille C. Messier, by her estate

Tuesday  -  December 19

5:00 pm   Emilienne Choquette  (Birthday Remembrance), by her sister Rose

Wednesday  -  December 20

7:00 am   Saint Cecilia Parish Family

Thursday  -  December 21

5:00 pm   Lina Luchesi, by her husband

Friday  -  December 22

7:00 am   Florimond Demers, by his estate

Saturday  -  December 23

5:00 pm   Wallace and Rollande Forest, by the Mandeville Family

         and

5:00 pm   Georgette Cote  (1st Anniv), by her family

Sunday  -  December 24

8:30 am   Claire Lapointe  (10th Anniv), by the family

         and

8:30 am   Albert Beauregard, by his wife Marcelle

10:30 am   Mary Depot, by her family

         and

10:30 am   Adrienne St.Jean  (1st Anniv), by her family

Lord, we belong

to You!

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 2000

Christmas Eve (December 24th) at 5 p.m.

Christmas Midnight Mass at 12:00 a.m.

Christmas Day Masses at 8:30 am and 10:30 am

Yes, we must participate at Holy Mass 2 times next weekend!  Once for the weekend of December 23-24 (Masses on Saturday evening and Sunday morning as usual) and once for Christmas (Sunday evening, Midnight, or Christmas (Monday) morning!

Before Midnight Mass, Church doors open at 11:15 p.m. and there is a Choir Concert of Christmas Carols beginning at 11:40 p.m.

CHRISTMAS VISITING AND CAROLING

TODAY  -  Sunday, December 17 …

to nursing homes where our parishioners reside and to the private homes of some of our shut-in parishioners.  Meet in the Church Hall at 5 p.m.  The evening begins with a brief prayer service.  Then the visitors divide into small groups and receive their assignments for visiting and caroling.  Each visit takes about 20 to 25 minutes and includes time for prayer, conversation, and singing a few Christmas carols.  Groups bring handmade Christmas cards from our Parish children and a gift from the Church, but most of all, a lot of love, compassion, and concern!   Groups return to the Church around 7 p.m. and gather on the front steps to sing Christmas carols,  spreading some Christmas spirit to the passersby at the corner of Newport and Central Avenues.  The evening concludes around 7:30 p.m.  What a great family activity to open wide the doors to Christ by helping our sick and elderly parishioners to feel like they truly belong to us and to our Parish Family!

RESERVE NEW YEAR’S EVE …

for time in the presence of God!  A 10 p.m. Mass will be offered in the Convent Chapel, followed by a period of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament solemnly exposed on the Altar.  At 12 Midnight, the period of private prayer and praise will conclude with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.  Refreshments, snacks, and sweets will be served immediately after the services.  Join us for about 3 hours of prayer and friendship!  We will open wide the doors to Christ in the new year of 2001!  To let us know you are coming, telephone Terry at (401) 722-1810.

SAINT CECILIA SCHOOL …

has received the official Certificate of Accreditation from the New England Association of Schools and Colleges, a prestigious association that accredits all kinds of schools in New England and beyond!  Though our Parish School has always been accredited by the State of Rhode Island and sponsored by the Diocese of Providence as an official Roman Catholic School in our State, this accreditation takes us outside the Diocese, Church, and State to a national level where we must keep up our standards of education in all its aspects.  This accreditation demands that we work together for the good of our School and its mission, teaching Jesus and His Gospel to our children and youth!

A sincere word of gratitude to our Principal, Ms. Simone M. Kennedy, to Sister Mary Martin Delahanty, O.P., the Chairperson of our accreditation effort, to Mr. Joseph Mello, School Board Chair, and to the Faculty, Staff, Students, Parents, and Families of our School and of our Parish for a job so well done!  Keep up the excellent work!  God bless Saint Cecilia School, now and for years to come!

PARISH FILE UPDATING …

is crucial, especially for our sick, elderly, and shut-in parishioners!  Every member of our Parish is important to us!  Should you or someone you know be unable to come to Church or is in a nursing home or assisted-living facility, please notify the Rectory at (401) 722-1101 or Sister Jacqueline Paradis at (401) 722-5455.

OUR PRAISE AND PRAYER MEETING …

is held on Thursdays at 7 p.m. on the first floor of the Convent building at 14 Calder Street.  Use the main front door or the side door at the right rear of the building!  Come and spend some time in praise and worship of God!  There is plenty of singing, praising, listening, Scripture readings, teachings, and faith-sharing.  Refreshments are served after the meeting as well as time for personal prayer for those who wish to be “prayed over” for various intentions.  All are welcome!  Bring a Bible and a notebook … and a friend!

OUR CHRISTMAS BAZAAR …

was a tremendous success, thanks to the weeks of preparation by so many generous volunteers and the hard work on December 1 and 2 of so many!  Thanks to one and all, especially the committee:  Diana Pike, Paul Lamoureux, Marge Pike, and Sheryl Amodie.  Just about $3,500 was raised for the School Scholarship Fund!  Thanks one and all!

Parish Time, Talent, Treasure …

· Adult budget of 12/10/00:    $ 4,106.00

· Children’s budget of 12/10/00:    $ 16.00

· Religious Retirement Fund:    $ 1,377.00

· Holyday (December 8):    $ 596.00

· Maintenance and Repairs:    $ 594.00

· Education Scholarship:    $ 31.00

· Christmas Flowers & Décor:    $ 159.00

Thank you for so generously supporting our Parish and other needs beyond our community!  God bless you for your offerings!

Our annual Giving Tree is again a fantastic success, thanks to your outstanding generosity!  Many, many people will have a brighter and happier Christmas because of our generous response to their needs!  God bless one and all!

Bible Study with Father Frank …

concludes this Tuesday with sessions from 10:30 a.m. to 12 Noon and again from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the Convent Conference Room.  The next Bible Study will be held during Lent (February and March of 2001).  The exact dates, times, and topics will be announced in this parish bulletin!

In Prayer, We Remember …

· the repose of Linda Martin; may she rest in God’s eternal peace

· the girls and boys of our First Communion Class who are celebrating their first confessions

· adults and children among us who will receive the Sacraments this Easter

· to keep the real (and only) meaning of Christmas in our hearts

Welcome to our Parish …

to newly-registered parishioners:   Pamela Vessella and her daughter Coral Maxim;   Keith and Maria Antaya and their children Joanna, Alexander, and Jessica;   Leonard and Melissa Avendano and their children Gina and Anthony;   Donald Clegg and Jacqueline Fuvich and their daughter Lindsey Clegg;   Jason and Michelle Normandin and their children Jason, Jr., Amber, and Joshua;   Sarah McNally and her child Carlin Fournier;   Keith and Theresa Correia and their children Jenna, Megan, Chelsea, and Lauren;   Jerry Barcon;   Melissa Mello;   Roger and Jo Provencher and their children Matthew Provencher;   Eric Mello and his daughter Victoria;   Kristin Mello and her son Craig Montecalvo.  Welcome one and all!
